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The Sweet Experience
memory of church bond issuance

Bob Sand

“Not by might nor by power, but by my spirit,” says the Lord Almighty.

The year that our church decided to
issue a $1.1 million bond to fund the new
church building project, the annual offering
of our church only amounted to about
$350,000 and our congregation was a mere
350 people. So incredible was the bond
amount that even a small mishap could
create a financial chaos in our church. Our
intent was to build a church to glorify God,
not bring shame to His name. We proceeded
cautiously, praying to God and discussing
pros and cons every step of the way. We
knew God was going to help us. Every
person involved in the project can easily
testify to experiencing God’s omnipresence
and power. What I want to share with you in
this article is a testimony about how God
built up a humble brother while building this
church, and how He used every chance to
guide me into trusting Him more.

Initially, the majority of the
congregation did not have first hand
knowledge about bonds, so we hired a bond
consultant to show us how to issue the bond
and educate the congregation about the
bond. To prepare our congregation, we
asked the pastor to preach about the bond on
Sundays, held seminars and conferences on
Sunday afternoons and weekends, wrote
about the church bond in the quarterly
journal, and had a FAQ column in our
weekly bulletin every week for three
months. We also went to different
fellowship meetings during the week to

promote the church bond and bombarded the
congregation with all kinds of information
about the bond for 6 months. Our goal was
to sell the entire bond in a short period of
time so we could start construction of the
church as soon as possible. However,
despite all our efforts, I was not completely
sure that we could sell the entire bond in
such a short period of time. To assess our
chances, we conducted an anonymous
survey, having the church members write
down how much of the bond they were most
likely to purchase. The pledged amount
came to less than half a million dollars. This
information hit me like a tremendous blow
because I thought I had done everything I
could and done it well, and it still did not
seem to be enough. Following the survey,
our financial committee met to decide
whether we should proceed with issuing the
bond or delay the building project. After a
lengthy discussion, Pastor Jonathan Chiu
brought up two passages supporting his
point of view; the first one was from Joshua
3, saying that when the Israelites faced the
turbulent river of Jordan, they did not ask
God to part the water for them as with the
Red Sea, but instead they took the first step
to show their faith; and as their feet touched
the edge of the water, the water from
upstream stopped flowing. Maybe it was
time now for us to show our faith by the
taking that perilous first step. The second
passage Pastor Chiu mentioned was
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Zechariah 4:6: “‘Not by might nor by power,
but by my Spirit’, say the Lord Almighty.”
Instead of giving up or postponing the
project, Pastor Chiu encouraged the
committee members to pray continuously
and put our faith more steadfastly in God
when encountering difficulties. In the end,
we would bring more glory to God’s name
and give testimony to God’s power when we
achieved what seemed impossible. Now
with renewed inspiration and resolve, we
knew God would surely bless our project
and bring us success, we decided to proceed
with issuing the bond as planned. Seeing my
colleagues’ determination, my faith was
lifted, and I decided to put my faith in God’s
spirit rather than the survey.

The church building bond was issued
at 1:30 pm on January 12, 1992. In order to
be fair, we sold the bonds on a first-come-
first-serve basis. In the fellowship hall that
day, we set up tables and prepared the
documents in advance, so as to be ready to
begin promptly at 1:30 pm. At 1 pm, I
peeked outside to an empty hallway, and felt
my heart drop. The closer we got to 1:30
pm, the more my heart pounded with fear
and nervousness to the point that it
overwhelmed me, and I had to step out. I
went to a small storage room filled with
bags of rice and cans of soy sauce so that I
could pray alone. I prayed to God to give me
strength and to renew my faith. At that
moment, the words of Zechariah popped
into my head: “’Not by might nor by power,
but by my Spirit,” says the Lord Almighty.”
My hands ceased their shaking, and my
heart stopped pounding. After finishing my
prayer, I left the room and encountered a
huge crowd of people lining up to purchase
the church bond. Tears rushed down my
cheeks as I cried out, “Hallelujah! Thank
you Lord!” What he provided that day was
so abundant that I couldn’t believe I had
doubted Him just five minutes earlier. We
worked until from 1:30 to 5 that day, and we
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sold more than $600,000 in church bonds
that day.

Despite this great proof of faith, my
worries came back after dinner that same
night. After looking at the purchaser’s list, it
occurred to me that all those most inclined
to buy the bonds had already purchased
them today, leaving us with half a million
dollars in bonds unsold. My plan and my
faith were suddenly filled with holes and
questions. How could I inspire our less
devout and committed members to purchase
bonds? If we could not sell the whole bond,
should we proceed with the construction
schedule anyway? If so, where were we
going to get the money? I went to bed every
night that week posing these questions to
God when I prayed, but nothing could
assuage the nagging doubts in my head.

After a week of praying and
worrying, I woke up the following Sunday
morning to snow, a rare occurrence down
here in Atlanta. As many know, every time
it snows here, the entire city of Atlanta is
brought to a standstill. I stared at the snow,
stunned. Would there be anyone buying
church bonds today? Would there even be
anyone at church today? When I finally
fought through the snow and got to church, I
found about 40 people in attendance and
noted that lunch would not be served today.
I figured we would have to wait until the
following Sunday to sell anymore church
bonds. However, before I even got out to the
parking lot, one sister ran over to me
wanting to purchase a church bond. Before
she finished filling out the forms, another
brother came to buy more bonds. It may be
hard to picture us standing in the coldness,
selling church bonds while snowflakes were
flying everywhere, but there we were. That
picture remains deep in my heart in stark,
vivid detail. At that moment, I realized in
full measure how great God truly is, and
why He is called a kind and loving God. To
me it seemed that God knew my weakness,



and He used it and the snow to build up my
faith. It also showed me that God is so
mighty that nothing can stop Him, especially
not a few pesky snowflakes. Deciding that
outside might not be the best environment to
be in, we moved our operation into the
fellowship hall and worked until 3 pm
without lunch. We sold more church bonds
than anyone could have anticipated. My
experience that Sunday strengthened my
faith and dissolved all my unnecessary
worries. Because our church building project
was pleasing to God, God would certainly
ensure our success and He did not need me
to be losing sleep over it. Our church would
be built, “not by might nor by power, but by
[His] Spirit.”

Everything is so much easier once
you put all your trust in God. My phone was
ringing off the hook every night that week.
People called to buy the church bonds as late
as 11pm, and even called me as early as 7
am on Sunday morning; the bonds were
selling like hot cakes. By the third Sunday,
there was little over $100,000 in unsold
bonds, so we once again set up our tables in
the fellowship hall. At about 3 pm that
afternoon, one sister came in and purchased
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all the bonds that remained unsold. We had
sold the entire $1.1 million bond in just 15
days; it was a miracle. At that moment, I
joined my coworkers in cheering with joy
and joining hands to thank and praise God in
prayer.

The successful issuance of the bond
took care of our financial worries of the
building project, but it benefited me even
more. Throughout the process, I had the
opportunity to work with about 100 brothers
and sisters in our church, and I was
encouraged and inspired through their
faithful service to God and their love of our
church. Above all, I experienced the
imminence of God in full measure. Now I
understand the abundance He has provided
for us; how great is His faithfulness; how
tender and kind is His love. He used His
word to strengthen me when I was weak; He
sent snow to solidify my faith; He guided
me when 1 was lost; and He picked me up
when [ faltered. Through this entire
experience, I realized how tiny and small I
am, but also how great He is. I learned the
full meaning of “Not by might nor by
power, but by His Spirit.”

The Sound Journey from Avondale Estates to Britt Road

Hung-Chung Wen

From Sam Wu's lone guitar and a
passion to worship our Lord, sound has
become an integral part of worship. Sam
lead worship back at the Avondale Estates
building first acoustically and progressing
with amplification. Sam subsequently
organized a praise and prayer event in which
we added an electronic keyboard, drums,
multiple microphones, and a small 4 channel
mixer. The modest sound system used at
Avondale became a launching point for the
complete sound system design and
installation at Britt Road. Balancing

finances and sound requirements, Sam
research innumerable hours to design and
procure the equipment. After nights of
running wires throughout the building,
perilous hours on top of ladders, and
countless members of the Body helping, the
sound system was installed. May God be
glorified.

If anyone serves, he should do it with
the strength God provides, so that in all
things God may be praised through Jesus
Christ. To Him be the glory and the power
for ever and ever. Amen. 1 Pet4:11 (NIV)

EHBEXEALTHEHT 2003F 11 A



Genesis of the Church Logo

Sam Ding

The logo for Atlanta Chinese Christian
Church is a synthesis of two running threads of
ideas that inform the ideogram. Foremost is the
expression of Chinese cultural identity derived
from the interplay of two Chinese words,
imbued with Christological underpinnings.
Secondly, the design takes its cue from the
church’s locality, as it maintains its identity as a
Chinese church in the United States.

The use of two curved strokes, with the
left one taller than the right is inspired by the
Chinese word ‘ren’ or ‘man’. Superimposed in
the middle by a solid cross, it speaks of the
centrality Christ’s incarnation as God-man.
Fully God and perfectly man, his incarnation
cuts decisively into human history and his
redemptive act culminated at the cross became
the focal bearing for all human existence. The
cross is a celebrated irony that was once a
Roman symbol of despair, defeat and death, and
is now a Christian symbol of hope, victory and
life.

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the
desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that
everyone who believes in him may have eternal
life.” John 3:14,15 (NIV)

The word ‘ren’ read in reverse becomes
‘ru’ or ‘to enter’. It speaks of the heart of God
the Father who longs for the return of His lost
creation.  His severe mercy instigated the
sacrifice of the perfect Lamb on the cross. Just
as a glimpse of the raised serpent in the
wilderness saved the lives of afflicted Israelite
sojourners, to embrace the imputed perfection of
the sacrificial Lamb allows us into the inner
chambers of His holiness and life eternal. The
salvific act is epitomized by the open-armed
gesture that says “come”. Come boldly as His
children (Matt 18:3,4), come and enter into his
rest and communion (Matt 11:28).

Therein lies the very core of the
salvation message and the raison d’etre for the
church of Jesus Christ - to be a people who hold
up the cross to the aimlessly lost world, inviting
all to enter into communion with a loving God
who yearns for the restoration of His creation.
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The second inspiration for the logo lies
in ACCC’s establishment as a Chinese church in
the United States, more specifically in Atlanta,
Georgia and therefore the derivation of the letter
“A” for the city in which it is located.
Serendipitously, the triangulated form of the
letter is congruent with the Chinese characters
mentioned above. The harmonious Eastern and
Western superimposition instigates a dialogue
between its identity as a Chinese church and yet
as one that exists in a major city of the United
States of America.

“This is what the LORD Almighty, the
God of Israel, says...”Build houses and settle
down; plant gardens and eat what they produce.
Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives
for your sons and give your daughters in
marriage, so that they too may have sons and
daughters...Also, seek the peace and prosperity
of the city...Pray to the LORD for it, because if
it prospers, you too will prosper.” Jeremiah
29:4-7 (NIV)

For many pioneers of this church, the
keen sense of being immigrants heightens a
desire to maintain the Chinese cultural heritage
in this adopted land. The juxtaposition of East
and West upon the logo is intentional in that it is
cognizant and reflective of the tension between
the intense desire to maintain the church’s
Chinese heritage against a call to serve and to be
a blessing to the world, and in this case the
Southeast region of the United States of America.
The aspiration is to be a church whose
faithfulness to the calling of Jesus Christ is the
bedrock from which to build a refuge for the lost
and be a blessing to the city in which it is
established.
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Recapturing the Memories

Patrick Ku

Ten years. Wow! Ten years. A lot
of things can happen in ten years.

Ten years ago, I had just turned 20.
The big 2-0! I was fresh out of my teenage
years and into my twenties. The world was
my canvas and I had a new package of paint.

Uh...yeah. Let me try a different
format.

Ten years ago I was living in a bush
league apartment with a bunch of other
guys. We watched reruns of “Saved by the
Bell” and “Charles in Charge” with Nicole
Eggert all day long. There was moss
growing in our sink and mold in the pot of
chicken that had been sitting there for 5
months.

Bruce Yeung spent all his time
arguing with Haosh Hsu over who cheated
in computer Risk on Larry Lin’s Apple Ile.
of course that was when
Haosh/Haoshen/Cheechow/Hugo (what is it
with those Knoxville people who change
their names all the time? Is it Nancy or
Chris? Jenny or Taylor? Have they been
hanging out with Prince? Does anyone else
ever think about these things?) spent most of
his time eating snickers and a Coke for
breakfast while sleeping on “the Throne,” a
one person sofa with the back at an acute
angle with the seat, so you were actually
leaning forward when you tried to lean back.

It was a time where you had to wear
waders to walk through the garbage dump
that passed as Gary Liou’s room, and John
Gunter kept walking in on people in the
bathroom like the French girl and Ely Shih.
It was a time when Siao Ly’s roommate,
Daniel Hung was locking him out of his
room and Eric Tai was waking up with Billy
Idol hair. Back then, we were experiencing
our first exposure to atomic wedgies at

Urbana 93, (we never knew you could
actually rip boxers off someone before then)
and Mike Tai was still slack even back then.
Good times, good times. (My tribute to the
Sports guy there)

But I digress, so let’s start over.

Ten years. Wow! Ten years. A lot
of things can happen in ten years.

Ten years ago the youth still knew
how to play sports and could actually hold
their own against the adults.

Ten years ago, there was no Internet.

There was only some guy named
Didi Tando telling my public speaking class
about something called the World Wide
Web that was being developed, and my
computer back then had less memory than
my palm pilot and ran slower than my Lao
Lao.

Ten years ago, almost all my friends
were single, much less married with kids.

Ten years ago, Mike Tai wasn’t so
slack. Wait, yes he was, just not as slack as
Steve Ko like he is now.

Ten years ago we dedicated 4434
Britt Road, Tucker, GA as the new location
of Atlanta Chinese Christian Church. It was
the culmination of a long journey that began
back in the 70’s with a Bible Study at
Georgia Tech. It was the first Chinese
church built entirely from scratch in the
Southeast, and the new building was to serve
as the location for what had become the
biggest Chinese church in the Southeast. It
was something special, a big event, a major
defining moment.

Flashback to the 70s and 80s.

Growing up, the church played a
major role in my upbringing. From my first
steps in my walk with Christ through my
baptism and growth, ACCC was there to
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support me. My fondest memories and
closest friends were connected to ACCC.
The church helped form who I am today (so
now you guys know who to blame!). But
there was more to it than that. There was
something special about ACCC, a special
closeness with the group that I’ve never
found duplicated anywhere else.

Maybe it was the fact that all the
guys looked forward to the weekends when
we could all meet at church and play Gator
with Henry. (Indoor tackle football on
concrete covered with a thin layer of
industrial carpet, and you wonder why some
of us are the way we are today.)

Maybe it was being “whupped” after
setting my house on fire or something like
that and then getting to go over to Michael
and Eric’s place to show them my bruises.
I’'m not sure if I went to show off my bruises
or just to gawk at the mushroom hair cut the
Tai brothers had. Either way, it was a heck
of a lot more fun playing with their massive
Star Wars collections stored in the Darth
Vader head case with a model of a Tie-
Fighter and X-Wing fighter than it was
playing with my only Star Wars figure,
C3PO.

Maybe it was the all night basketball
marathon at Steve Ko’s house or the
adventures in riding with Gloria Hung in her
beat up old Corolla hatchback when she had
a cop chase her out of Stone Mountain park
for speeding.

Maybe it was Jeffrey Hsu pounding
us in tackle football and giving us the extra
“shove your face into the grass” as he got up
from tackling you, while all the parents
asked, “Why can’t you be more like Chian
Chian?”

Maybe it was watching Josh Wang
stuff dirty socks into his brother Aber’s
mouth just for fun, or maybe it was having
bad mullets and nicknames like Froggy and
Ping Pong.

Whatever it was, I have yet to see
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that special bond with any other group I’ve
met. Throughout the years, I have traveled
to the far corners of the world and met
people from all different types of
backgrounds and cultures. 1 have lived in
other cities, and even other countries. I’ve
met Christians from all over the world, and
yet something was always different. It was
as if people who did not grow up in ACCC
just couldn’t understand or duplicate the
fellowship we had.

I had the chance to discuss this with
Eric Tai and Ivy a few years back. We had
all moved out of Atlanta, but had never
experienced anything like the closeness and
fellowship we felt back at ACCC. It was
more than just close friendships though, it
was growing in faith with great counselors
such as Sam and Eliza Ding, Long Wang
with the M-16, Roger Leung with his
homemade cakes and baby blue Honda
CRV. It was like a special link between all
of us and with God. You look at the group
of kids who we grew up with, and it’s like a
Christian Hall of Fame. China, Myanmar,
Peru, Venezuela, Guatemala, Honduras,
Taiwan, Thailand, the Philippines, India,
Africa, and even West Virginia have allbeen
exposed to the gospels by someone who
grew up in ACCC. I’ve never met another
church that had so many youth grow up and
dedicate themselves to full time ministry,
missionaries, or even short-term missions
and church leadership.

I’ve never met another church whose
members gave so freely of themselves. As a
church, we came together to serve the
church. We surprised everyone with our
ability to raise over $1.2 million in a couple
of months in order to build the church. We
all came together to help get the church
ready. From scraping gum off old school
chairs to laying cable for the sound system.
From putting down sod to doing the
electrical work, we did it all. Plus we
supported a ton of missionaries. Heck we



supported people who supported
missionaries!  I’ve never seen another
church or group that was so generous. I
remember when we worked so hard to raise
money for Urbana, then split the funds
evenly with everyone who wanted to go,
even those that never helped to raise funds.

As a church, we weren’t perfect, but
we made a tremendous impact on people’s
lives., especially the youth of that time. We
shared good times, bad times, all times
together, and ACCC was responsible for
who we are today. (Except Mike Tai’s
slackness, you can’t blame the church for
that one.)

Ten years ago, we dedicated a new
building. Fresh paint, shiny floors, and hours of
loving labor went into the new ACCC. We
hoped to make the building a place where we as
a church could meet to worship and serve as a
light to the world.

Through the past ten years, we’ve seen
old members leave and new members come.
We’ve celebrated the joys of welcoming new
life into this world and mourned in sadness at
the passing on of good friends. We’ve seen the
church grow and expand planting ACCCN and
the campus fellowship. We’ve had wonderful
success and miserable failures. We’ve seen
tremendous improvement and areas that need
improvement. A lot has happened in the past ten
years.

Ten years later, the paint is peeling, the
ceiling leaks, the carpets are stained, the walls
are dented and the rooms are too small. The
ceiling fans creak, we still don’t have a gym, and
the floor is scuffed. We’re still using surplus
public school chairs where you can actually get
butt cramps from sitting too long, and the AC
still doesn’t work well. But ten years later,
we’re celebrating and planning a new building
for ACCCN as we continue to grow.

A lot can change in ten years, but some
things stay the same. Mike Tai is still slack. We
still have the same fellowship and closeness we
had ten years ago even if it is fraying a bit. We
still have the committed and dedicated core of
people, even if they are tired. Though the
people are older and the building is no longer
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new, we are still around striving to serve the
God who brought us here. There are many
issues facing ACCC today, but we know that we
can do all things through Christ who strengthens
us. We know because we’ve seen it in the past.
We know because He has shown us His will will
be done.

Today, ten years later, let us
remember the excitement and joy we had ten
years ago. Let us recapture that wonder and
faith and renew our efforts to grow and
impact the community around us. Let us not
be discouraged, but put forth the best effort
necessary to make ACCC a bright light to
the world again.

So that ten years from now, we’ll be
able to once again look back on the past
with fondness and remember all the
wonderful memories we’ve had.

And I can say, “Dang, I’'m 40, and
Mikey is still so slack!”
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What Is New Age? And
Why Bother?

Tien Fock Leong

Instead of sharing about our work,
this time we would like to share with you an
actual piece of our work. Below is Tien
Fock's article to be published in the
June/July 2003 issue of the Asian Beacon
magazine.

Tien Fock & Mui Gaik

"Has anyone here had bad experiences with
Lifespring? There's a company here in
Malaysia called Asiaworks Training that
provides similar workshops. | have been
their victim. Took the basic training and now
feel very disturbed by the whole thing".

These are the words of a Malaysian written
to an internet newsgroup. Lifespring and
Asiaworks are examples of what is called
Large Group Awareness Training (LGAT).
And LGATs have been labeled as "New
Age". Are Lifespring and Asiaworks
trainings New Age? What is New Age? And
does it matter that we know?

The term New Age (NA) covers a wide
range of diverse phenomena and
movements and is very hard to define. But
all NA phenomena are based on the same
fundamental beliefs. These core beliefs are
abstract and require some effort to grasp.
We need a basic familiarity with them in
order to recognize NA phenomena in our
midst.

We take for granted that each of us is a

distinct person. You are distinct from me
and | am distinct from you. And human
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beings are distinct from dogs, trees, rocks
and cars. But to New Agers these
distinctions are not real. The most
fundamental NA belief is that everything in
the universe is part of the same thing. Every
"human being", every other "living thing" or
"non-living thing" is merely a different
manifestation of one ultimate reality. This
encompassing reality is an impersonal
energy force that supports and permeates
everything. Most New Agers identify It as
God. That means, you and |, the dog, the
tree, the rock and the car are all different
extensions of an impersonal God. We are
all One and we are all God.

If reality does not seem to be this way to us,
it is only because we do not perceive reality
as it really is. What is needed is to become
aware of the real reality. When we realize
our oneness with God we can tap into the
divine power already within us. The cause
of human problems is not sin but ignorance
of our godhood. We all have unlimited
potential within us not only to overcome our
problems but also to create whatever we
want. But we first need to be transformed by
realizing our divinity and acting accordingly.
When sufficient people are thus transformed
they will bring in an utopia, a "New Age" of
perfection, peace and prosperity.

We are transformed by changing our
consciousness to become "enlightened" to
the "awareness" of who we truly are and
what we can really do. This can be achieved
through a range of techniques such as



channeling (contacting spirits), mystical
chanting, mind-emptying meditation,
consciousness-altering music, yoga and
tantra (spiritual meditative sex), as well as
LGATSs.

These NA beliefs blatantly contradict
Scriptures. No genuine Christian would
knowingly embrace them. In practical terms,
NA teaches that to be God-centred is to be
self-centred. There is no personal creator
God to whom we are accountable. This
suits perfectly a self-centred culture in need
of spiritual experiences. But Christians can
be taken in by phenomena that are based
on these very beliefs. This is because not all
NA phenomena are equally obvious in how
they contradict Scriptures. Channeling is
more obviously unscriptural than LGATSs.

According to "a concerned relative of an

Asiaworks participant”, all LGATs
"apparently fit the same pattern. They tear
people down within a controlled,

confrontational seminar setting and then
build them up, according to their program
model.... First, groups like Asiaworks gain
virtually total control of a participant's
environment. Then they may use various
methods to induce a kind of Trance State,
which may be achieved through long
periods of staring into your assigned
'buddy's' eyes or some other practice. Then
they hammer away in confrontational
exercises until you eventually ‘'get it
Whatever that is".

Detailed descriptions and critical
discussions of LGATs as well as accounts
of psychological damage and civil lawsuits
(in America) are available on the internet
(http://perso.wanadoo.fr/eldon.braun/aware
ness). We will here concern ourselves with
highlightng the NA  purpose and
assumptions of Lifespring and its apparent
spin-off, Asiaworks.

Psychologist Janice Haaken and sociologist
Richard Adams participated in a Lifespring
basic training for research purposes.
According to them: "The trainer began the
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workshop by discussing the purpose of
Lifespring, writing 'personal growth' and
‘personal awareness' in bold letters on the
board. Awareness was defined as
‘'understanding things as they are'. The
trainer emphasized that the answers were
already within us--it was just a matter of
discovering them. 'Everything has always
been available to you. It's a matter of
noticing it, of awareness"'.

Whether Lifespring spells out that we are
God or not, its training is clearly NA in
purpose (transformation or "growth" through
changing consciousness to "understand
things as they are") and in assumptions
(unlimited potential or "everything" available
within us to do whatever we want by being
"aware" of it). What about Asiaworks? In
promoting their basic training, Asiaworks
says: "Born from a belief that every
individual possesses powers and strengths
that remain virtually untapped, AsiaWorks
helps people achieve higher standards of
excellence by focusing on their personal
power". What is the nature of this personal
power?

Their advanced training "empowers you to
realize that life is your own creation and that
you are the cause, not the effect of
circumstances. In being responsible in our
own lives, we tap into our personal power
and are in a position to create the results we
want". The NA assumptions that we have
unlimited potential within us and by
"realizing" it we can use it to create
whatever we want are only mildly disguised
here.

Christians who attend an LGAT should
realize that, besides the danger of possible
psychological harm, the training is designed
to change their perception of reality.
According to the psychologist and
sociologist who attended the Lifespring
training, "at Lifespring the boundary
between inner and outer reality, between
self and other, was constantly being
obliterated by the structure of the training.
This contributed to the sense of
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expansiveness and boundless
experienced by participants”.

This "sense of expansiveness (we are all
One) and boundless power (we are all
God)" may not effect a lasting change in
consciousness without repeated
involvement. But this 5-day encounter may
be adequate to distort further a Christian's
perception of God and condition him more
deeply to trust in his own strength and lean
on his own understanding and not walk by
the Spirit in submission to God's Word.

power

Christians certainly need to be very

discerning.

Recently there was a call for a worldwide
prayer on 3 March 2003. It was widely
spread through email. According to the
email, "Many [Christians] believe there is
significance to this date because of its
numerical sequence (03-03-03) which
reminds many Christians of the Trinity.
Moreover, the Holy Spirit has highlighted
Jeremiah 33:3 (again, three 3's) as our call
to action, 'Call to me and | wili answer you
and tell you great and unsearchable things
you do not know™. Is this a valid Biblical
basis for the call to pray for at least 3
minutes at 3:33pm on 03-03-037

The email also noted that "the magnitude of
this date is not lost on the non-Christian
world as well". For instance, "the Global
Consciousness movement (New Age) has
for years been planning a worldwide 'largest
ever experiment into global consciousness'
to take place on 03-03-03. Their effort is
slated to begin at 3:33am (Fiji local time), on
the 3rd day of the 3rd month of the 3rd
millennium".

Let us first consider why non-Christians see
significance in the sequence 03-03-03.

Paganism (considered a branch of NA)
assumes the existence of an impersonal
force that acts independently of even
personal gods. We can call it Fate as
everything in the world, good and bad, is
fated in and by it. Through divination we can
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read into Fate and discover our individual
fate. If it is unfavourable we can manipulate
Fate through magic, which assumes that
thoughts, words and actions can have
power to change things. Thus divination and
magic are based on the same NA
assumptions that there is an impersonal
force behind all that we experience and that
we have the power within us to create
whatever we want.

Divination further assumes that Fate
provides signs (omens) that we can
interpret to discover our fate. These signs
may be in the stars (astrology) or on our
palms (palmistry). And dates, times and
numbers can also be signs indicating good
or bad luck. What makes a date, time or
number good or bad varies. To many
Chinese the number 3 is good because in
Chinese it sounds like "alive" and the
number 4 is bad because it sounds like
"die". Thus 03-03-03 was an auspicious
date and there were mass weddings on that
day.

The email claims that many Christians were
"impressed by God" to pray on 03-03-03. As
Paul instructed Christians to evaluate even
prophecies, we need to evaluate this claim.

1) The very idea of a "significant date"
based on numerical sequence is well in line
with divination, which is condemned in the
Bible. Can it be consistent with Scriptures?

2) To superstitious Chinese 03-03-03 is
auspicious because of the sequence and it
reminds them of "alive". To some
Christians, it is "significant" also because of
the sequence and it reminds them of the
Trinity and Jer 33:3. Can we really
distinguish the Christians' fascination with
03-03-03 from that of the Chinese?

3) In Gal 4:8-11 Paul warns Gentile
Christians against becoming enslaved all
over again to "the basic principles of the
world". And he says, "You are
[superstitiously] observing special days and
months and seasons and years! | fear for



you, that somehow | have wasted my efforts
on you". What would Paul say to praying for
3 minutes at 3:33pm on 03-03-03?

This whole episode is over and there will not
be another 03-03-03 for a long time. Why
then highlight it now? The purpose of this
article is not only to explain and illustrate the
most basic NA beliefs but also to sensitize
us to the infiltration of dangerous ideas into
the minds of Christians. This worldwide call
to pray on a '"significant date" at a
"significant time" and its favourable
response reveal how readily Christians
absorb NA ideas.

Former New Ager Charles Strohmer says
that NA "is no longer a fringe element of
marginal ideas or an amusing story for Time
or Newsweek. It is a dominant cultural
dynamic, moving leading thinkers and
shading the issues that deeply touch us. Its
ideas filter through TV and radio, and they
are the energy behind many books,
seminars, therapies, and superstars".

In an article entitled, "Infiltrating the New
Age into Society", Dick Sutphen admitted:

"One of the biggest advantages we have as
New Agers is, once the occult, metaphysical
and New Age terminology is removed, we
have concepts and techniques that are very
acceptable to the general public. So we
change the names and demonstrate the
power. In so doing we open the door to
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milions who normally would not be
receptive".

NA is a reaction to the materialistic,
spiritually bankrupt, modern way of thinking
and living. We should certainly also resist
the materialistic mould that NA rejects. And
we certainly need to be transformed by the
renewing of our mind (or consciousness)
according to Scriptures. A single encounter
with an LGAT by itself may not be enough
to shape a Christian's consciousness that
he thinks and feels like a New Ager. But NA
has become "a dominant cultural dynamic"
that subtly infiltrates every aspect of society.
The whole environment in which we live and
work has effectively become one
encompassing, low-key but non-stop,
LGAT! The danger of Christians becoming
conformed to the NA mould has become
very real.

Let Your Light So Shine Before Men
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